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The Southern Counties
apportionment

la and long Is the expanse 01 
 n California territon 

_ in Congress as District 11 
represented, there by Con 
man Phil Swing. Many an 

counties he answers for. In 
in hU territory are River 

S»n Bernardino, Orange. San 
g. Imperial, Inyo ana Mono 

_ nties.
Last week at Riverside were a» 

bled prominent Republican*, 
sought ways and means foi 

nlng two additional congress- 
for the "citrus district qi 

hern California," following th 
..' census to. be taken in 1030. 
Generally agreed was it that, 
ider tho Census and Reapportion- 
enfc Bill, passed last spring, San 

EMego and Imperial would form 
Congressional district. At 

.. week's meeting it was Bug 
stcd that Orapge, Riverside and 
in Bernardino should combine 

i Pomona Valley and tho Whit- 
_ section in Los Angeles, and 
Digbt thus have population enough 

two congressmen. If this plan 
ld be worked out, thought the 

oponentn, one district might be 
of the citrus belt of Los 
and all of Orange couny, 
district could be made up 

iverside, San Bernardino, Iny 
and Mono counties.

If these proposals are not found 
' feasible, the most probable plan 
would be to make a Congressional 

[district of Orange, Riverside and 
| San Bernardino counties, thought 
' those at the Riverside meeting.

The conference, which was con­ 
ducted In Superior Court Room 
No. 1 at the Riverside Courthouse, 
was attended by Frank Miller, 
Banning; Joseph Seymour, River- 

' side: W. F. Eldridge, Corona; E. 
' F. Clarke, J. F. Davldson and Ray­ 

mond Best, Riverside; Roger 
Bruce, Hcmet; T. B. Talbert, Santa 
Ana; Stanley Reinhaus, Santa 
Ana; Howard B. Jrwin, Fnllerton; 
Frank Tausch, Anahelm: Clyde F, 
Newton, Orange; Earl B. Abbey, 
Santa Ana; Bruce McDanlels, Red- 
Unds; State Senator Swing and 
C. E. Johnson, San Bernardino; 

' Isaac Jones, Ontario; Brace Moore, 
Upland: Charles G. Potter, Red- 
buds; G. V. Holcomb, Chlno; Ted 
Le*, Adelanto and F. S. Hosfelt, 
Bfatlto. ^^^^

Rain, Rain
Bains in Southern California 

.last week soaked parched moun­ 
tain ranges, filled dried stream 
beds, limited fire hazards even 
wrecked highways, tore away 
bridges, washed out fills. Not un­ 
welcome were these wet days and 
nights, for much regarding next 
year's water supply, forest fire 
control, depends upon the amount 
of dampness . that seepa through 
tbe thirsty earth's formations.

Favored last week with heavy 
rain* were the San Bernardino 
Mountains. Large amounts of 
fresh water poured into heretofore 
droughty Brooks. So hard was the 
downfall that forestry officials 
were convinced that forest fires in 
that area would undoubtedly be 
reduced.

Daily showers also dampened 
Bi* Bear Valley. Every day for a 
fortnight at least a few sprinkles 
have been welcomed in the resort 
vicinity.

Huge downpours last week pelt­ 
ed on the Mill Creek Canyon dis­ 
trict, thoroughly soaking every­ 
thing. Roads were washed with 
mud, streams swollen.

Santa Ana Canyon was the re­ 
cipient of light showers. Never 
much above a slight "dust-settler" 
at each visitation, consistent drlz- 
cles saturated the ground, mini­ 
mised fire hazards.

Storms, cloudbursts did damage 
in the San Jacinto' area. Two 
bridges were washed out; large 
section)) of the new highway be­ 
tween Strawberry Canyon and 
IdyUwild were destroyed; electric 
power and telephone lines in the 
mountains met with havoc. Daily 
storms for a week preceded the 
two hectic downpours.. Estimates 
place six weeks as the time needed 
to repair tho damage rains have 
done to this section. .

Still 1 Wrangling
Hot; i discussion pertaining to 

Venture < i County's long contem­ 
plated ihnvlior, fraught with'dis­ 
agreement, was occupying < the 
minds of county officials there lent

: fortnight. Kor months the wrangl­ 
ing hah been rife.   ' '• •

Six1 pow.'i'ful oil companion' lm)t< 
fortnight 'added a now episode to

' the eeri'c'J »f events Vomnriijljig'

PROPOSED SAN GABRIEL CANYON DAM
  3,442,000 barrels of cement will close a mighty cavern.

the harbor 'discussion. Associated 
Oil,, Shell Oil, General Petroleum, 
Bolsa Chica, Pacific Western and 
Richfield combined' in Issuing a 
formal protest to the proposed 
$2,000,000 bond Issue providing for 
a harbor at Hueneme. Considering 
tho protest is T. G. Gabbert, chair­ 
man of the County Board of Super­ 
visors and County Harbor Commis­ 
sion.

Very wrath were the six power­ 
ful companies. They were against 
the Hueneme harbor. , If they 
should be made to ship through 
Hneneme, said the companies, they 
would be compelled to build pipe 
lines from Veritnra to Los Angeles,
do no i 

Reasons
hipping b 
ns: They

by water.
find the present

ggest 
Huen

facilities at Hueneme Inadequate 
for handling petroleum. The pro­ 
posed Hueneme harbor would not 
be large enough to accommodate 
safe entrance and exit. Ocean-go­ 
ing tankers could not be accommo­ 
dated without much expense, de­ 
lay. The cost of shipping from the 
port would be too great. There­ 
fore, if the county builds the har­ 
bor the oil companies will not use

estions: That the action of 
eme harbor project be 

postponed; that a committee be ap­ 
pointed to meet with the represen­ 
tatives of the oil firms, determine, 
definitely the use, value, economic 
necessity for sue£ a^project.

While oil companies and County 
officials bickered last week, Ven-
,ura County taxpayers leagued
henuelvea together, formed two 

opposing factions, one favoring the 
Hueneme harbor, another favoring

o harbor at all. The organised 
factions: 

Hueneme. Formed to support a
,2,000,000 County bond issue for
;ho Hueneme project, as recom- 
.nended by the Ventura Harbor 
Association. For its general chair­ 
man the association selected T. G. 
Gabbert, chairman also of the 
County. Board of Supervisors and 
the County Harbor Commission, i 

No Harbor. To combat further .
ncrease In property taxes, to op­ 
pose the Hueneme harbor and the
ond election necessary thereto, is ! 

the Ventura County Taxpayers' As­ 
sociation. Formed immediately foK
owing the organization of Hue 

.leme proponents, the   Taxpayers' 
Association selected as it? presl-
lent, Eugene P. Foster, Venturr  
lusinems man.

Dam Dedicated
With ceremonies auspicious and 

mpresslve, Big Dalton Dam, lo­ 
oted five and one-half miles north 

(f Glendora, was formally dedl- 
:ated last week.

As one of ten completed. dams til 
Los Angeles County's $40,000,000

ood control plan, Big Dalton COM 
11)11,000; will Impound 1200-acre-' 
'cot of water. Its ttiw. COO fcpt
ide utitha top, ICO fe«t iibovo the 

itream bedt Its purponei Protcr- 
ion for ranch land near Glendoni, 
.BUSH, Co viiia,' from flush floods 
our irig' flown Big Pulton Canyon 
ram adjacent mountains. > '
Other dunis of thu County flood 

ontrol' pmn no-

Thompson Creek, San Dimas, Live 
Oak, Salt Pit. Pacoima, Sierra 
Madre, Santa Anita Canyon, Pud- 
dingstone, Devil's Gate. These 
dams represent an aggregate in­ 
vestment of $8,000,000. Now un­ 
der construction , Is the largest 
flood control dam in the world, the 
San Gabriel, to cost approximately 
$26,000,000.

H. W. Rohl was contractor for 
the Big Dalton dam. County Flood 
Supervisor E. C. Eaton was engi-

Muddy Waters
slopes of the Rocky ^Mountains 
last fortnight increased the water 
discharge at Rockwood to 50,000 
second feet, arid Imperial Valley 
thought Its water problem was 
solved. But having an ample 
amount of the precious liquid is 
not always a solution to the Val­ 
ley's water problem. 

' New troubles last week faced 
the southern county. There was, 
irrigation water aplenty. .But with 
the water came an excessively 
large volume of silt. .

Test taken last week showed' 
that the silt content of the river 
water at Ondrade Heading was 28 
per cent by volume. At Dahlia 
Heading the silt volume in the wa­ 
ter was 21 per cent.

Hundreds of thousands of tons 
of mud are being deposited in the 
water canals. Cost of dredging 
is becoming higher with each rain.

Other complications are arising, 
too. Filtering plants in several of 
the Valley towns have been un­ 
able to remove entirely the brown 
coloring from the water as it 
comes from the Little Colorado 
drainage.

At Calexieo during the past 
week there was especial anxiety. 
The ditch which supplied the cltj 
water plant, was no choked wi"

silt that it was necessary to ration 
out the water supply for three 
days until a dredger opened up the 
canal .

Brawley also had difficulty in de­ 
livering enough filtered water to 
Its residents.

Nicholas Den's Patent
Whan Nicholas Den received, 

many years ago, government pat­ 
ent for his land adjoining Ranches 
Dos Pueblos (now part of Ellwood 
field in Santa Barbara County, he 
did not know that underneath its 
rough surface oil was waiting to 
be drilled   oil which would make 
his heirs millionaires. Neither did

sometime be questioned, his boun­ 
daries investigated, his title 
doubted.

But present holders of the old 
rancho, Barnsdall and Rio Grande 
oil companies who leased the land 
from Den's heirs, are having to 
defend their claim. According to 
the assertions of E. W. Lloyd, who 
is applying for a patent to the 
lands, there Is a stri pof public 
land ranging from a few feet to 
several hundred feet in width lying 
between the high tide line of the 
Pacific Ocean and south boundary 
line of the Ranches Dos Pueblos, 
which is the property of the 
United States government. The 
land is now leased by, the Barns- 
dall and Rio Grande oil companies. _. . . 
Located on this strip are five pro- 1 Jf ICKle

public property or private grant 
will be decided on September 5, in 
a hearing before John H. Edwards, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior.

A Dam Dilemma
Two modes of action last week 

confronted Engineer E. C. Eaton, 
chief flood expert on tho San Ga­ 
briel Dam. He could accept the 
lowest bid on cement for dam con­ 
struction work, offered by tho 
Southwestern Cement Company at 
$1.72 cents a barrel, f.d.b. Azusa. 
Or, he could authorize the erection 
of a county cement mill and thus 
avoid competitive bickering.

"A very fair price," said Engi­ 
neer Eaton, is the bid offered by 
the Southwestern Portland Cement 
Company on the 3,442,000 barrels 
of cement necessary for construc­ 
tion activity on the. flood control 
undertaking. I_f accepted, this con­ 
tract would represent a saving of 
$1,273,000 over the lowest bid, of­ 
fered last year. Last year's small­ 
est figure was set at $2.05 W a 
barrel; it was rejected later be­ 
cause of legal difficulties over the 
building of the dam. " '

Intent on saving the County 
even more money is Engineer 
Eaton. Ho is figuring on whether 
the County would have tp expend 
less funds If it erected Its own 
cement plant. Large deposits of 
limestone and shale exist in the 
San Gabriel canyon. By installing a . 
kiln and grinding machine for 
cement making, and using it, then 
selling it, the County might have 
sufficient raw materials for con­ 
struction work on the giant proj­ 
ect, and yet be money ahead. An­ 
other advantage considered is that 
the proposed county cement mill, 
would be closer to the dam site 
than the freight unloading point 
now stipulated in the contract. 
Transportation charges could then . 
be saved.

Left out entirely in this year's 
bidding were Riverside Portland 
Cement Company and California 
~ ~ " roany, dis- 

,de by them
argued that specifications were 
faulty. Their reason was that the 
lunlity of cement called for by the 
Bounty was to comply with stand­ 
ards set by the American Society 
for Testing Materials, and that 
this criteria varies from time to 
time. Therefore, it was impossi­ 
ble for them to submit "an intelli­ 
gent bid." The Supervisors, re­ 
fused to comply with the dissent­ 
ers' request for postponement of 
opening of bids; the companies re­ 
fused to.send in their prices.

Result: If any independent con­ 
cern delivers the 3,442,000 barrels 
of c e m e n't the biggest single 
order ever required foi

Portland Cement Com 
aenters. Complaints mai

or any con­
struction work in the country   -"it 
will be the Southwestern Company.

ducing oil wells.
If Lloyd succeeds in proving that 

the land is government domain, he 
will be entitled to purchase from 
the government the surface rights 
by using Valentine scrip. Prac­ 
tically all of this scrip haa been 
exhausted (see "Island Domain"  
Women) but all of that which does 
remain apparently has been ac­ 
quired by Lloyd, and now has been 
tendered to the government in 
payment for the tideland proper­ 
ties.

Should Lloyd's claim prove to be 
founded, the oil land would be 
government property, and the 
Barnsdall and Rio Grande com­ 
panies would have to vacate. Enor­ 
mous would be tho companies' loss 
and the government's gain if such 
were the case, as these wells pro­ 
duce 20,000 barrels of oil per day 
 more thu none half of the pro­ 
duction of the entire field.

Even more heart-rending to the 
oil companies envolved is the fact 
that, should the land be decided 
public property, then they are re­ 
sponsible to the government for 
(ho 4,000,000 barrels of oil already 
produced, as that also is owned by 
Federal authorities.

Attorneys for the Barnsdall and 
Rio Grande companies, claim that 
questioning of the land's title is 
absolutely unfounded. They quote 
9 decision of tho California's Su­ 
preme Court in 1800 where it was 
decided that boundaries of prop­ 
erties along the coast should have 
the mean high tide line us one ex­ 
tremity. They hold that every 
grant of land u!6ng the coast him 
markers beyond average high tide, 
but'that the markers wore placed 
back' from the sea In order to pre­ 
vent their destruction. ' '  

Whether th» valuable loll land Is I

Residents of the Point Fcrmia 
section of San Pedro last fortnight 

 ere considerably, perturbed by the
very cvide

derably ] 
nt slidinig of the ground

under their feet. Misgivings tor- 
when the> recalled a 

need a few
mcntcd them 
similar alide; experic
years ago at Portuguese Bend. 
Several miles west of them, this 
area began to move, to fall, to skid, 
until it finally descended into the 
sea.

Worried over-their precarious po­ 
sition, property owners of the 
sinking soil made a hurried call to 
numerous geologists of note.

The experts last week assembled, 
examined the formation minutely, 
gave out a report of their findings. 
Not dangerous at all is this grad­ 
ual sliding of the ground. Soft
formations' several feet 
ground alve way; 'heavy

under- 
rocks

above .slide down; people fret and 
fume. All to no purpose. The fault 
is merely part of geologic condi­ 
tions existent all along the shore 
line from San Pedro to Redondo.

"The ground may eventually
orlt down into the ocean and then 

topple over, but that will require 
months," said William Miilholfand, 
retired chief engineer of the bu­ 
reau of Power and Light of Los 
Angeles County, in his report. 
"People living there need have no 
anxiety over a sudden slide."

James Hyde; vlce-prf side-lit' of 
lids Angeles Board of 'Public 
Wdrks, believed' the shore nidVc- 
nient to he a catastrophe, caused 
by an act of God.'Pity and Con­ 
sternation is what lie felt for 'the 
people of Point Vermin, '' '

His 'suggestion: By a $400,000 
l>ond Issue funds »ais«d could- be 
used1 to purchase property ;of land 
owners, there; then flie affected area 
could be converted into >>'park.


